
Four Ways to Earn Credit 
for Prior Learning

Advanced Placement Exams (AP)
As a high school student, you may have 
the option to take courses that provide the 
potential to earn college credit based on exam 
scores. Check with your guidance counselor.

College Level Exam Program 
(CLEP)
CLEP provides a group of over thirty 
regulated exams encompassing 
introductory college course material. Visit 
https://clepcollegeboard.org for more 
information.

Credit for Credentials
Some colleges and universities offer college 
credit in selected programs based on specific 
certifications that may have been earned 
through passing a certification exam.  
Visit https://www.acenet.edu/Programs-
Services/Pages/Credit-Transcripts/Learner-
Transfer-Guide.aspx to learn more.

College Credit for Military 
Service
Veterans, active-duty service members, 
and members of the reserves: Be sure to 
check out the U.S. Department of Veteran 
Affairs website for potential avenues to 
earn college credit for your service. Visit 
https://www.va.gov/resources/how-do-i-get-
college-credits-for-my-military-service/

Learn more in the Credit for Prior Learning Toolkit
https://www.ahima.org/media/ynlji0ve/credit-for-prior-learning-toolkit_student.pdf
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